4                        THE JEWISH  QUESTION
the religion which they created has been able to
survive, not only the loss of independence, but even
the loss of a country or any geographical centre.
Geography naturally induced the inhabitants of
Britain ultimately to blend themselves into a single
society. It was conscious teaching which created
this unity for Jews. It is therefore not surprising
if they still show a tendency to remain distinct
from the societies within which they live; for it is
to the persistent inculcation of that need to keep
themselves separate that they owe their survival.
Of course they have to pay a price for this un-
willingness to be completely absorbed into the mass
of the population.  It is natural, especially in times
of stress, that unthinking people should automati-
cally assume that every difference is dangerous; so
that it is important to discover wherein the differ-
ence of the Jews consists.   Does Judaism, as anti-
semites constantly assert, make it impossible for
Jews to be good citizens ? Is it based on ineradicable
hostility to all outside the Jewish fold ? The answer
to^, these questions is much easier to find than is
usually assumed.   The basic authority of Judaism
is the Old Testament, a book shared by the Chris-
tian Churches; and the mass of literature which
subsequent Jewish generations have built up on
that foundation may be extraordinarily dull and con-
fusing to the outsider, but it is neither mysterious
nor secret. And its main principles are quite simple.
Judaism  is   primarily  an   intellectual   not   an
emotional religion, and it is much more interested
in ethics or behaviour than in theology, or specula-
tion about the nature of God.   It is interested as
much in the community as in the individual, and